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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 EURE-00 AGRE-00 CIAE-00 
INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 EPG-02 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 
FRB-03 OMB-01 L-03 /046W 

037439 221559Z/43 

P R 221505Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3229 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION NATO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRAGUE 2019 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: EALR, ECON, PINT, CZ 
SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAK PRICE RISE 

REF PRAGUE 2007 

1 . SUMMARY: CZECHOSLOVAK PRESS AGENCY (CTK) RELEASE, 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 1800 JULY 22, GIVES DETAILS OF RETAIL PRICE 
RISE REPORTED REFTEL. DIRECTOR OF FEDERAL PRICE OFFICE MICHAL 
SABOLCIK SCHEDULED TO RELEASE FURTHER 

DETAILS AND ANSWER QUESTIONS AT NEWS CONFERENCE 1830 JULY 22. 

2. THE AFFECTED ITEMS AND THE PERCENTAGE INCREASES ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: 

COFFEE 50 PERCENT 
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CHOCOLATE 33 PERCENT 

DRINKING COCOA UNAFFECTED 

COTTON AND WOOL(EXCEPT CHILDRENS CLOTHING) 34 PERCENT 
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HARDWARE 17 PERCENT 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 16 PERCENT 

SPORTING WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION 28 PERCENT 

COIL ELECTRIC HEATERS 59 PERCENT 

SOME GLASSWARE AND CERAMICS 222 PERCENT 

3. PRICES OF SOME ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADIUSTED DOWNWARDS: 

SYNTHETICS 28 PERCENT 

REFRIGERATORS 16 PERCENT 

COLOR TELEVISIONS 26 PERCENT 

ELECTRIC ACCUMULATION HEATERS 20 PERCENT 

POCKET CALCULATORS 40 PERCENT. 

4. CHINESE DIPLOMAT TOLD US DECISION TO RAISE PRICES WAS TAKEN 

AT JULY 14 CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING. OTHER DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES 
SAY CZECHOSLOVAKS INFORMED CEMA PARTNERS OF PRICE RISE SOME THREE 
DAYS AGO. STORES ARE NOW SOLD OUT OF ITEMS SUCH AS COFFEE, 
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BUT THERE ARE NO SIGNS OF INDIGNATION, ONLY RESIGNATION, AMONG SHOPPE 
RS. 

FROWICK. 
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